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years from her first marriage, Mrs. Chown was left
a widow when she could hardly have been eighteen.'
The captured vessels and the prisoners were carried
off; the crews to Gheriah and the European
prisoners to Colaba. To make matters worse for
the poor widow, she was expecting the birth of an
infant.

Great was the excitement in Bombay when the
news of Mrs. Chown's capture arrived. The
Governor was away at Surat, and all that could
be done was to address Angria; so a letter was
written to him ' in English and Gentues/ asking
for the captives and all papers to be restored, and
some medicine was sent for the wounded. Just at
this time also news was received of the Indiaman
New George having been taken by the French near
Don Mascharenas.* Sir John Gayer, who was on
board, finished his troubled career in the East by
being killed in the action.

After keeping them a month in captivity,
Angria sent back his prisoners, except the captains
and mates and Mrs. Chown, whom he kept for

* The name is now given to the group of islands to which Bourbon
and Mauritius belong. At that time it generally applied to Bourbon,
and especially to St. Paul's Bay, which was a favourite place of call
for ships to water at.